
 

 
 

Dear Future Director, 
 
Thanks so much for your interest in becoming a Catholic Schoolhouse Program Director! The following 

pages will introduce you to what being a Catholic Schoolhouse director is all about. Please read them over, then let 
us know if you have any questions. The decision to become director is a big one, but also one that will bless your 
family and community in big way.  

As with any important decision, set aside time for prayer, and remember, “Thy will be done…” Be 
assured of our prayers for you as you go through the decision making process. 

 
Blessings, 

 
The Catholic Schoolhouse Team 
 

Mission 
 

Catholic Schoolhouse inspires families to know, love, and serve the Truth—Who is God Himself, by supporting 
educational communities and forming virtuous Catholic leaders. 

 

Philosophy 
 

 Our goal is to give students a classroom experience and provide opportunities that require a group setting, 
not replace the parent-teacher. Our time at Catholic Schoolhouse will focus on developing skills and experiences 
that are better in a group. Students will sing in chorus, give presentations in front of their class, learn to raise their 
hands to speak, and experience positive peer-pressure. Hands-on projects in art and science take one more job off a 
busy home-schooling mom’s shoulders. CSH can offer structure if needed, but will never replace or mandate what 
the parent-teacher has chosen to teach at home. Its flexibility allows it to be used as a back-bone for curriculum 
development in a classical or Charlotte Mason style or as an add-on to another packaged curriculum.  
 We believe a serious approach to academics helps raise the bar for our homeschool families. Families like 
how the Tour Guide helps prevent holes in their education while reinforcing what they are doing at home. They 
also like that their children are learning appropriate classroom etiquette. Our classroom virtues (rules) that we post 
include: self-control, courtesy, responsibility, generosity and respect. Tutors are trained to encourage a positive 
attitude in the classroom where everyone feels accepted and loved.  

 

Step 1: Preview the Program and Products 

Program: Catholic Schoolhouse is a comprehensive three-year cycle. In each of the three years, your group will 
meet for a total of four 6-week quarters to cover the memory work found in the Tour Guide. During a three-hour 
session tutors will introduce the students to the memory work through a variety of activities. Students will move to 
a different class for integrated science and art projects (30 for minutes each class, detailed lesson plans provided).  

All the details you need are provided in the Registered Program Director’s Guide. 

Materials: The Catholic Schoolhouse materials needed for each family in a program are: 

• Tour Guide - $32–  includes quarterly overviews of the material covered as well as full color weekly sheets 
with all of the key information to be memorized available at a glance. 

• History Cards - $36 includes a complete set of 120  4.25 ” X  5.5” full-color cards. There is one card for each 
item in the CSH timeline with a full color picture on the front side and a description back. 

• Memory Work CD - $40 for a set of four. All the memory work in the TourGuide set to fun tunes your kids 
will enjoy singing. 
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 As a director, you will also: 

• Function as the on-site manager 

• Lead (or recruit a leader for) the morning chorus 

• Schedule quarterly mom’s & dad’s night 

• Plan one field trip per quarter (related to Catholic Schoolhouse study) 

• Plan the mid-year and year-end family programs 

• Send a weekly e-mail to keep your group updated and unified 

Step 2: Gather Your Group 

Whether you have an existing co-op that is simply transitioning to the Catholic Schoolhouse format or are starting 
a new one, holding an informational meeting is the first step. Choose a date, review the materials and philosophy, 
and publicize your event!  After the meeting, you will want to collect registration forms with deposits to secure the 
commitments. 

Planning the Information Night 
Catholic Schoolhouse (CSH) makes it easy to plan an information night with ideas for locations, how to publicize 
and what to expect. 

Information Night – What to Say & Do? 
We offer detailed ideas and instructions so you won't have to worry about leaving something important out! We'll 
tell you what to bring, how to introduce the classical method, how to explain Catholic Schoolhouse and more. 
A great way to get people interested is to bring brochures (available by request at no extra charge), a Tour Guide, 
History Cards, and play the Memory Work CD. Showing the Art and Science Lesson plans will get people excited. 
 

Step 3: Find a Facility 

 We've helped many people find a suitable site. Here are a few ideas: 

• Catholic Church 

• Community Center 

• Library Meeting Rooms 

• Technical College 

• Other Christian Church 
 

Step 4: Consider the Classes 

There are no specific age breaks for each class, as these are unique to each program. Expect to have multi-aged 
classrooms that are divided according to your students’ abilities and the number of kids in your program. We'll 
help you consider your age range, class size and nursery needs so that you can get the classes organized in the most 
effective way possible. 
 

Step 5: Tutor Selection 

A great benefit of Catholic Schoolhouse is that tutors are compensated!  Compensation results in very dedicated 
tutors by showing that they are appreciated. Tutors can be parents in your program, young mothers who don’t yet 
have school-aged kids, or even grandparents or retired members of your Catholic community. We will give you 
guidelines about what to look for when selecting tutors.  

Not every parent has to tutor. Because of our cost structure, those that choose not to tutor can still participate guilt 
free, knowing that by paying tuition they are contributing to the program in a valuable way. We'll also guide you in 
the number of tutors needed, how to train them, and how to make them feel appreciated. 
 

Nursery 

Our experience has shown a nursery is an essential part of the program. We have some great ideas for planning a 



  successful nursery and reassuring parents. These ideas and tips are available to every registered director. 

Pre-Grammar 

Keeping with our primary goal of family unity, pre-grammar is a bridge between Nursery and Grammar class for 
young children. They experience a virtue based class with adapted art, science and memory work.  They complete 
their morning with presentation, storytime, group activities and a closing section helping them form good habits of 
cleaning and packing up.  

Elementary Years 

Catholic Schoolhouse is a memory-based program during the grammar stage. At this age children readily 
memorize facts. Mastery of the memory work will give the students hooks on which to hang future knowledge. 
CSH memory work is not intended to bring stress, but rather inspiration, accountability and encouragement.  
 

Middle School & Beyond 

Catholic Schoolhouse is a program for the whole family. Following Dorothy Sayers’ classical stages of learning, 
older students move away from memory work and toward the dialectic stage. Our upper level program which 
includes grades 7-12 is available only to chapters at this time.  
Dialectic scholars Grades 7-9  
1. communications -Latin, composition and speech 
2. fine arts - music appreciation and featured artists 
3. science lab - general and physical science  
4. dialectic seminar - literature, history timeline, Catholic Culture* 

What a Typical Day Looks Like — Elementary 

8:45 – 9:00   Prayer (Come Holy Spirit) & Pledge of Allegiance, entire group, Chorus 
9:00 - 9:30   Academics (academic tutor leads the students through the memory work)  
9:30 - 10:00   Art (art tutor leads students in art history and hands on projects, break for academic tutor) 
10:00 – 10:30   Academics (snack & presentations with academic tutor) 
10:30 – 11:00   Hands-on Science (Science tutor leads students in science experiment. (break for academic tutor) 
11:00 - 11:55   Academics (academic tutor continues memory work, review)  
11:55 – 12:00   Closing Prayer, Angelus, announcements 

Optional gathering for lunch and playtime after class gives moms a chance to chat and social time for kids. 

What do I do Now? 

We invite you to join Catholic Schoolhouse directors throughout the US. By joining our Catholic Schoolhouse 
community you will eliminate the need to reinvent the wheel while having the flexibility to meet your local needs. 
Contact Toni Graff at chapters@ctholicschoolhouse.com. Let us know  that you would like to get started on your 
journey! 

*Catholic culture includes-virtue discussions, logic and philosophy discussions, world geography with map mak-
ing and group interaction with discovery days 

Rhetoric scholars grades 10-12 will experience 
1. communications -Latin, composition and speech 
2. fine arts - music appreciation and featured artists 
3. Logic  
4. Rhetoric seminar - Literature and Catholic Culture* 

*Catholic culture includes -weekly Socratic discussion and church document discussion. 


